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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 


Aovist my Lords the Archbiſhops, 
Biſhops, and the whole order of holy men, 
whoſe buſineſs it is to adviſe others? Ves, 


Mr. Byrne, and thereby do I pay them as 


great a compliment as words can convey ! - 
AIs it not a public acknowled gment that 
they are ſo immerſed in the duties of their 
calling? That /e/f never occurs Is it not 
a confeſſion in the broad face of day, that 
ſpiritual concerns, ſo entirely engroſs their 
attention, that a knowledge of the world 


has made ho part of their ſtudies ? 


But, Mr. Byrne, be it known to you, 
that as Mr. Foote judiciouſly remarked to 
the Lord Chamberlain of England, (on is 


A refuſing 


(12 2 


refuſing to permit the repreſentation of the 
Comedy of the Trip 1 Calais, ) between 
the magiſtrate and the muſe there is a na- 
tural alliance, what the former cannot pu- 
niſh, the latter often corrects:“ So, if per- 
chance, through overſight, any ill cuſtoms 
have been adopted by their Graces, and be- 
come faſhionable among their numerous 
herd of dependants,—the ſubſequent re- 
marks may correct them But if no ſich 
errors prevail, and it ſhall appear that my 
obſcrvations have reſulted from an exami- 
nation into general nature, ] truft the 
public will exclaim—plaudite!! For there 
can be no injury where the feelings are not 


hurt! 
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ADVICE 


RIGHT REV. FATHERS IN GOD, 


THE LORD ARCHBISHOPS. 


T HE mitred heads of the Church, as by law 
eſtabliſhed under the Britiſh Crown, having fre- 
quently and formally renounced all pretenſions 
to infallibility, will, I truſt, afford an excuſe to 
the individual who is raſh enough to offer advice 
to ſuch exalted VIRTUE and Wispou, as it is, 
univerſally allowed, a man muſt poſſeſs ere he 


can wield the Paſtoral Crook. 


As an Arch-biſhop is the polar ſtar of his dio- 
ceſw—it being the duty of each Clergyman ow- 
ing him fealty, to look up to him for examples 
1 of 
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of charity and all its ſub-de 


inations—for 


rules of good breeding and \politeneſs ; his Grace 
ought always, therefore, to maintain ſuch a num- 
ber of needy lackies about his perſon, as ſhould 
make it too expenſive to the Clergy tofrequent his 
Palace :—and when it is neceſſary ſor his Grace 
to ſee them by invitation, the entertainment ought 
to be ſuch as might prevent their future accep- 
tance of his hoſprta/ity ! ! ! * Thus, may he pa- 
litely forbid them his houſe ; and waſhing his 
hands of the formality attendant on greatneſs, 
live with as much libertiniſm as any other man 


of independent fortune ! ! 


Although arrayed in purple and fine linen — 
and poſſeſſed of every gratification that affluence 
and dignity can procure, yet your Grace ſhould 
conſider that mitres entail no honours on your 


heirs, but that coronets deſcend ; carefully there- 


N. B. The Clergy ray for the only dinner at which they 
have the honour of ſeeing his Grace,—1he triennial one. 


fore, 
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fore, avoid a relaxation from priſtine adulation 


to the miniſter of the day, it will be death to 
to your worldly views ; beſides, the Deity can ſuf- 
ficiently take care of that religion over which 
you have been placed by divine providence. 
Your neglect or contradiction thereof, can be of 


no material import. 


Politics being the field in which your Grace 
can with beſt proſpect of ſucceſs exerciſe your 
abilities, in purſuit of hereditary honours; a 
cloſe connection with clerks in office would afford 
you every neceſſary information; your Grace is 
now in a ſituation that renders it unneceſſary for 
you to keep company with gentlemen: beſides, 
was it to get wind that your Grace admitted 
ſuch a deſcription of Chriſtians to your table, it 


would eſtabliſn your character for Humility. 


Should any Clergyman againſt whoſe reputa- 


tion even malice has never dared to raiſe a whiſ- 


per ! and whoſe charities have ever kept pace 


with 


2&8 
with his elevation ; ſhould ſuch a man, 1 ſay— 
bleffed in his matrimonial connection, with an 
offspring too numerous to permit his bounty to 
keep pace with his feelings, apply to your Grace 
for a diſpenſation to hold a ſecond living; and 
any great man ſolicit your refuſal, as in that caſe 


his agent's ſon would obtain the benefice; for 


many reaſons oblige the latter !—ſzch conduct will 
enable you to make a gauger or exciſeman of 
your butler, &c.— whereas, the reverſe would 
but heap the means of doing good on a poor Par- 
ſon, and might poſſibly put it into the block- 
head's cranium to give a genteel education to his 
children, whoſe gratitude would but poorly re- 
compenſe you, compared to the genteel ſcrape 
of the Butler, or his improper conduct in the of- 


fice to which your intereſt elevated him. 


Your Grace ought to name a particular hour, 
during which you will each day receive ſuch of 
your Clergy as. have buſineſs with you :—if the 
weather be intenſely cold, the audience chamber 

ſhould 


1 


ſhould be without fire—and have but one chair 
for yourſelf ; by which means if the Parſon be 
fatigued by the ride or walk he has been obliged 
to take to wait on you, he will be impatient to 
make his bow, to procure reſt and warmth :—it 
may not be improper either, that you ſhould fre- 
quently ring for your valet, and in an audible 
voice, deſire him to have a roaring fire in the next 
room ! | If Monſieur Le Cuiſinier too ſhould 
now and then drop in, to aſk whether your 
Grace's appetite was ſufficiently plethoric to have 
the turtle for dinner ? Or as the atmoſphere was 
hebetating, if the veniſon ſhould ſupplant it ?— 
Whether the ortolans ſhould be ſerved up in the 
fourth or Hh courſe? Or the perigo pye be kept 
for ſupper :—This will at once give an idea of 
your ſumptuous way of living, and occaſion a 
happy diſtortion in the phyſiognomies of your 
viſitors, | 


« [; is better io ſerve God than mammon,” This 


is an unfaſhionable idea, for the greateſt infidels 


riſe 


(18) 
fiſe to the greateſt honours in this world. but 
ſhould there be any religious devotee, ill-bred 
enough to inſinuate that moral diſquiſitions would 
better become your Grace than political ones 
inform the ſimpleton that they are ſo intimately 
interwoven, as to receive neceſſary ſupport from 
each other —i. e. if the fools could read, that the 
Deity would be unable to ſuppc his own doc- 
tines without the afliſtance of his own creatures; 
but by diſcouraging public ſeminaries, and abet- 
ting ignorance, they will never be able to diſco- 
ver the ſecret.— Again, ſhould any methodiſtical 
ingrate aſſert that public jobbs, paving acts, &c. 
are ſubjects beneath the interference of the Mi- 
niſter of the Almighty ? Tell him he lies ! For 
that we are expreſsly commanded to ravs © our 
way to Reaven” ! ! ! By ſome well timed repar- 
tees of this kind, you will ſoon put to ſilence the 


| cavillings of lilly-livered Chriſtians. 
7 


Raiſed to the ſummit of your glory! to the 
moſt exalted poſt your profeſſion will permit! 


fel 
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ſelf intereſt is the ſtandard, the ſole ſtandard by 
which you ſhould meaſure your actions! where- 
fore in renewing your leaſes, diſpoſing of your 
benefices; in the encouragement of vice, the 
rewarding ignorance, and in the depreſſion of 
virtue the moſt weighty arguments ſhould ever 


prevail. 


If you mould by any accident, be conſtrained 
to permit a curate to fit down at your table, 
be ſure to inform him, in the hearing of your 
ſervants, that your gentleman, your butler, your 
cook, &c. have double his ſalary! whilſt this 
will effectually humble him in his own opinion, 
and render. your ſervants inſolent to him, it will 
convince him that the goods of this life which 
have been tumbled into your Grace's hands, are 


wiſely and equitably diſtributed ! 


(. 26 ) 
TO MY LORDS THE BISHOPS. 


YOUR occupation being pretty nearly the 
ſame as that of their Graces the Archbiſhops, 
the rules enjoined for their obſervation, merit 


your careful peruſal. 


Real or apparent ſanctity being abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to conquer the reigning prejudices againſt 
lawn ſleeves, and as it were, to wreſt reſpect 
from ſociety ; you ſhould carry into every public 
company an aſpect ſo gloomy and moroſe as 
may effectually damp the pleaſures of the meet- 
ing: no account of the ſucceſs of your moſt in 
ti mate friend, no effuſion of kindneſs, no bon mo 
or repartee ſhould induce you even to ſmile ; 
to laugh would be impiety itſelf !! the chill of 
a cloiſier ſhould accompany your every word, 
action, nay thought; this your lordſhips may 
be aſſured is an infa!lible receipt to make—a 
MODERN SAINT ! 


Immediately 
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Immediately on your promotion, nominate 


all your clerical relations to be your domeſtic 
chaplains : it will be a ſeaſonable hint to the 
clergy of your dioceſs not to expect preferment 
from you, which will either make them remiſs 
in their duty, or induce them to offer incenſe to 
ſome other great man ! by the former, they may 
enable you to deprive them, and by the latter, 


afford you ample excuſe for overlooking their 


merits! 


As there is no reaſon why you ſhould be con- 


tent with your preſent preferment, (although 
poſſibly you had no right either from education, 
connection or character, to have cheriſhed an 
expectation beyond a curacy) becauſe there may 


be better biſhoprics, and there certainly ar- 


archbiſnhoprics: ſpecial care muſt therefore be 
taken to cultivate the countenance of every ad- 
miniſtration : the moſt effectual way to obtain 
this material point, will be to let the ſecretary, 
whois generally a needy man, haye the fale 
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of every benefice which may fall into your 
hands: and neither your duty to God or Man 
muſt for a moment induce you to ſwerve from 


_ implicit obedience to his will. 


Pluck Servility's oblivious weed! | 

High in the Court's rank ſoil that creeper winds, 

And oft with dark embrace the croſier binds ; | 

While, ſqueez'd from thence the ſubtle Prelate flings, | 
Its luſcious potſon in the ear of Kings. 


HAILEYe 


Never miſs the great man's levee, eſpecially 
in parliament time, let your religious avocations 
be what they may; ; this will ſhew you, are in 
your place, and if you can poſſibly procure a 
whiſper at court from the great man or any one 
of his truſty mirtons, be "00 to explain : 
to bim, that you know the vote you are next 
day to give to oblige him, is for the diſſer- 
vice of the kingdom, the oppreſſ jon of the ſub- 
jed, and direfth, i in the teeth of your cath-as a Lord 
of Parliament : this omitted, the blockhead may 


conceive you don't know but you are going to 


=: | take 


11 


take the honeſt ſide of the queſtion, and of 


courſe give you no credit for your vote. 


When your lady gives a rout, which ſhe 
ought frequently to do, it will at once be in cha- 
racter and Economical to croud the rooms with 
clergy : at cards they will be on their guard, 
by intentional revokes and good natured over- 
ſights, that ſhe ſhall win from them, and hand- 
ſomely too, that they may become objects of 
her pity, and pay their way to your lordſhip's 


benevolence. 


In your ſtudy, (which for form ſake you ſhould 
have) a number of large folios, written in various 
: languages, ſhould be diſarranged, ſome open, 
3 marked and all well thumbed, which your 
ſtable boy can ſoon effect, will give your clergy 
great opinion of your application and knowledge: 
and ſhould any of them ſtart a difficulty which 
occurred in his peruſing thoſe authors, the 
ſubject may be ealily concluded by remarking 

that 


64 
that the ſubſequent pages fully explain it, or 
ſome trite obſervation of that kind: but ſhould 
you be queſtioned on any great point of re- 
ligion, aſſume an indignant air, and expreſs your 
ſurprize that any gentleman who had received 
a college education could be ignorant of ſo ob- 
vious a matter: ſuch a reply cannot fail to pro- 
duce a bluſh in his countenance, and eftabliſh 


your literary character beyond a doubt. 


The buſineſs of your function being of a com- 
plicated and arduous nature, you ſhould endea- 
vour to ſave yourſelf as much trouble as poſ- 
ſible: an fnattention to the repeated tranſgreſ- 
ſions of the worft of your clergy, and the ex- 
emplary puniſhment of the be, for the moſt 
trivial offence, will materially contribute to this; 
for if the good find it impoſſible to eſcape your 
vengeance, the bad can expect no quarter, Vi- 
ſtations being meetings for the purpoſe of levy- 
ing contributions on your clergy, you ſhould ne- 
ver allow your Vicar General to put any queſtions 


touching 
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touching reſidence, payment of Curates ſalary, hav- 
ing a pariſh Schoolmafter, or the keeping a proper 
regiſtry, to any man who pays his fees without 
trouble ; it will anſwer much better to give the 
wink to your regiſter to overcharge him a pound 
or two for exhibits or proxies ; for at the ſame 
time that you actually puniſh the Parſon by fine, 
you will receive the appellation of a good natur- 
ed Biſhop for not countenancing complaints ; 
ſhould the overcharge be detected, it will be 
rated under the uſual imputation of extortion in 


your collector. 


« Take care of the pence, the pou Will take 


care of themſelves,” 


1s an obſervation which holds 
good as to every thing: be attentive therefore 
to the minutiæ of all eccleſiaſtical habiliments ! 
religion can take care of itſelf: inſiſt upon all 
Curates wearing large grey wigs; no matter 
whether they become the viſages or com- 
plexions of the wearers, or ſerve to ſatirize the 
appearance of the animal bipes: ſhould the wags 


remark 


66) 


remark that the apoſtles wore their own hair, 
the reply may be accurt—** there were no wig- 


makers in their time:“ 


fuſtian or leathern 
breeches for riding ought to be diſcountenanced, 
they give ſuch as wear them, the appearance 
of gentlemen, and great care ought to be taken 
to make a clergyman and a gentleman quite diſ- 


tin characters. 


Abſit ab humano peflore potus aqua! 


IN GENERALS 

IN general being ignorant in the inverſe 
ratio of what your ſenſe ſhould be; it behoves 
you to conceal your diſ-abilities from the dio- 
ceſs over which you are appointed! a conſe- 
quential contempt of every legal queſtion pro- 
poſed for your opinion, will therefore be pro- 
per; it will in a ſhort time determine every 
clergyman, who has a guinea to ſpare, rather to 


give 


give it to a lawyer than be ſubjeQ to the inſo- 
lence of office! and as for the pennyleſs—you 


know they ought neither to have la or juſtice. 


Shining but with the reflected light of your 
metropolitan, you are intereſted in the encreaſe 
of his conſequence! you ſhould therefore on 
every occaſion be a violent ſtickler for his pre- 


rogative | ! Should he 


& Lolling in Archiepiſcop? © throne, 

& Condemn all learning but his oavn; 

tt And ſcorn thoſe common wares to trade in, 

% Reasr ning, convincing and perſuading, ' 

& But make each ſentence current paſs, 

&« With puppy, coxcomb, ſcoundrel, aſs ; 

& With you it ſhould be, certain rule, 

« The folly's * when he calls fool ! 
Churchill's Ghoſt, 


\ 


Some reſpect being due to character, (elſe you 
would ceaſe to be a uſeful inſtrument to the 
biſhop) you muſt reſiſt every application of the 
_ clergy to have a table of fees poſted where the 


_. Fiſitation is held; this would put it as well out 


* of 
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of the power of the regiſter to extort, as out of 
your power to countenance the fraud]! and how 
could you more effectually diſoblige your patron, 
than by levelling a deadly blow at his pocket ? 
It is impoſſible to ſay how ſoon a caſe may become 
one's. own: you ſhould therefore inculcate the 
idea of a college education being a ſuperfluous 
expence, that Greek is forgotten as ſoon as known; 
Latin uſeleſs,” except for coxcombs to interrupt 
converſation; and Hebrew, enough to break 
a pretty ſet of teeth! by conſtantly dunning 
this into a weak brain it will have the deſired 
effect: and ſhould any of your ſons return from 
the war, caſhiered or broke for cowardice or 
any other irifling fault, the road to eccleſiaſtical 


preferment is open ! 


Si nibil attuleris, ibis. Domine, foras. Although 
you are the mouth- piece of the Biſhop, yet it is 
hor not quite ſafe that his ſentiments ſhould 
be known through you B your wife therefore,. — 


a little 


e 


a little training will enable a woman to play any 
part—ſhe, I ſay, ought to be taught, between 
Jeſt and earneſt, whilſt ſhe is fleecing the ex- 
pectant Parſons, to let the Cat out of the bag; 
nay to become the carrier of the Douceur! which 
contrary in its nature to a ſtory, ever loſes in the 


Carriage. 


DEANS AND ARCH-DEACONS. 


IMMEDIATELY on your inſtallation, coute 
qui coute, every book on the calculation of lives 
and years ſhould be collected for your uſe ! 
your ſucceſſors would never pardon you if you 


renewed a leaſe under its extended value. 


Your proceſſion in and out of your Cathedrals 
ſhould be as ſhewy as poſſible ! the Verger's rod 
ought to ws kept bright; and himſelf, clad in 
ſhalloon, walk as erect as if he had ſwallowed a 


\ Preſbyterian! the choirmen in well plaited ſur- 
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plices ſhould fall back to the right and leſt, 
- Whilſt you paſs, with ſupercilious brows, demi- 
epiſcopal [gloves and wiz laige enough for Gog, 
or Magog ! the readers too ſhould never be 
permitted to appear without their hoods! all 
this will have a fine effect, and ſavouring much 
of popery may induce Roman catholics to come 
to church, the conſequence of which, in all pro- 


bability, will be their converſions 


Subordination being tlie life of good govern- 
ment, the moſt poſitive directions ſnould be 
given to every part of your family to take pre- 
cedence of all Rectors, and Sub'ecclefiaſtics ! 
your coachman ſhould drive his pole through 
the pannel of the ReQor's coach if it ſhould hap- 
pen to be before him at a play-houſe door ! 
your wife ſho d hrow the cards in the face of 
any ReQor's lady who would dare to aſe lea va, 
or buy a king before her! &c. &c. this will give 


the world an idea of your conſequence, for at 


- preſent they have 10 idea of it! 


RECTORS 


CW} 


RECTORS AND VICARS. 


THE executive part of religion by the laws 


of the land devolving on you, immediately on 


your inſtitution or induction, a deputy ſhould 


be appointed ; thus, though the fervice of 
God is neglected, the world will be pleaſed: 
for it is ungentlemanly in a man, (who can af- 
ford to keep a ſubſtitute) perſonally to diſcharge 
the duties of any office he may hold. 


Let your conduct to your inferiors exhibit a 
lively contraſt to'the behaviour mw 
from thoſe above you in the church; it is the 
only ſubſtantial panacza I can offer, to heal thoſe 
wounds which you are certain of receiving from 
the pride and avarice of your empurpled maſters ; 
and though you are expreſsly commanded to for- 
give your enemies, yet if you ſhall have receiv- 
ed a ſevere injury from your Prelate, and can by 
the practice of. a virtue, to which you were here- 
tofore a ſtranger, pourtray the blots in his di- 


vine 
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vine eſcutcheon, it will be admirable revenge; 
for whilſt your people will give you credit for 
the virtue, the object of your hatred will ſuffer 


by the contraſt. 


In general, living up to the extent of yeur 
nominal income (for what better, even before 
thedays of the Right-boys, could a clerical pro- 
viſion be called,) and bleſſed with wives prolific 
as they are miſerably proud, your means frequent- 
ly run ſhort to remedy which, economy in 
the ſeveral departments under you is neceſſary : 

before you nominate your Curate therefore, you 
ſhou'd ſtipulate for all gratuities conferred at 
weddings, and for all his perquiſites of gloves, 
icarfs, hatbands, &c. !—This will be aticndes 

' with a double advantage; for ſhould they remain 
the property of the Curate—he, having white 
gloves might be tempted to go to balls, (and 
what ſo ſinſul, as to ſee the 2 emple of the Lord 
n oving to the diſcordant notes of a fiddle ?] and 
having a profuſion of linen, he might be extra- 


vagant 
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vagant enough to put on a clean ſhirt every day ! 


— whereas, in the hands of your wife, they 
might raiſe a ſum, almoſt ſufficient to diſcharge 1 
her gambling debts, and purchaſe fans, ippets, 


tetons, rumps, &c. &c. 


| As many of you are groſly ignorant of the 
learned languages, through the ſlender means of 
your parents, you ſhould endeavour to pur on a 
word that you do not underſtand ; this will, by 
introducing hilarity, enable you to change the 


converſation, bring you off with flying colours, 


and may, if the pun is a good one, gain you the 
reputation of a ſcholar ! Thus, (there being dog- 
matic fellows, who will introduce ſcraps of la- 
tin into converſation Should any man ſay, 
* he had yeſterday dined on anas ®,” you may 
reply, „an afs did fo before him, * by laughing 
at the joke he cannot take it amiſs, and the com- 
pany will imagine you alluded. to Au- nas, who 


was father to Caiaphas the High Prieſt! 


* Duck, 


Ag 


. 


As it is uſual, at leaſt at the feſtivals, to bait 


your Curate, you ſhould take care not to ſpoil 
his palate by good living, elſe may his homely 
fare become inadequate, and epicuriſm turn 
houſckeeper in place of content Never, there- 
fore, conſult his taſte, but if there be a coarſe 
bit at table, order him to be helped to it; and 
ſhould any one in company offer either to ſend 
him a dainty, or hob- nob him in wine, be nis 
| ſponſor, and reply that he prefers the crag, and 
never drinks any thing but punch made with 
brown ſugar !—Whilft this will be economical 
on your part, it will exhibit the temperance of 


your Curate in the moſt laudable point of view. 


Beſore you comply with your Biſhop in wear- 
ing the ſhort Caſſockx - you ſhould conſider whe- 
ther the expoſing a handſome calf to the ladies, 
may not be attended with better conſequences 
"= Carr you are in-kneed, or bandy-legged, you 


ſhould 


( 25 ) 
ſhould not heſitate: for it is your duty to obey 


your Biſhop, let his commands be what they 
may 


c a” 25 


THE practical part of religion reſting en- 
tirely on your ſhoulders, you muſt from the in- 
ſtant of your nomination, be reconciled to every 
fatigue, that your Rector's neglect of his duty, 
and the credulity of bis flock can occaſion — 
You muſt not however, flatter yourſelf that your 
utmoſt exertion in the execution of your office 
can recommend you to the notice of your Bi- 
ſhop !—It was not by merit ns roſe in the 
Church :—He therefore, wiſely deems it an 


unneceſſary qualification. 


As every Curate is expected to attend pariſh 
drums, and play cards—it behoves him to un- 
derſtand all games MosT COMPLETELY WELL, 
by which means he may double his ſalary ; bu 


D in 
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in doing this, if he would not wiſh to be deemed 
a ſinner for handling ſuch ungodly books, he 
muſt ſoften the ladies loſſes by abuſe of himſelf, 
and complimenting them on their admirable play. 
Wonderful, that ſuch a bungler as I am, 
- ſhould win from ſuch maſterly ſtrokes !—ſuch 
admirable finefles !”—After a genteel compli- 
ment of this ſort, an empty purſe will be returned 


to the pocket, with more pleaſure than the full 


one left it. 


Old ladies holding in abhorrence the idea of a 
ſmart Parſon, in other words, a buckiſh one! — 
You ſhould be flovenly in your dreſs !—If your 
| hair is powdered, itis of no conſequence whe- 
ther your ſhirt be clean, or how many holes 
there are in your ſtockings !——Let your hat 
| be uncommonly large; there is religion in a broad 
brim ! If there ſnorli be a rent or two in your 
breeches, your cha ger is complet2d ! ! To 


ſuperficial obſervers all this may appear para- 


doxical ; 


1 


doxical; but it is eafily accounted for, and 
thus! When people have outlived all reliſh for 
the enjoyments of life; nothing can ſo effec- 
tually ſecure their good opinion, as to deſpiſe 
what they cannot taſte, and what from that in- 
ſtant is claſſed under the general head of. Pomps 


and Vanities ! 


* Ever have an eye to the main chance!” The 
accurſed ſerpent who tempted Eve with his 
golden pippins, having ſo firmly engrafted ſin 
into our ſtock, (eternal drought be on her liquo- 
riſh chops!) that no man is without his pecu- 
liar foible, if not vice ; you muſt be cautious 
never to lay a heavy hand on any impropriety 
of conduct in private converſation : your flagel- 
lation of wickedneſs ſhould be confined to the 
walls of the church: Thus may you more than 
double your income, by ſaring ſumptuouſly 
every day at the tables of the profligate, and at 
the eaſy purchaſe of becoming a partner in the 
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vices of your hoſt, pending your duration under 


kis roof. 


Mary met—many minds,” —to pleaſe every 
one, has time immemorial been deemed an ar- 
duous, nay a vain attempt But by a little man- 
uvring of your pulpit diſcourſes, the diſſatis- 
Hed may be eaſily ſilenced for ſo frigid are re· 
ligious devotees at this day, that they will give 
way to the current let it run as it will.—If your 
congregation therefore, be principally compoſed 
of antiques, let your elocution be drowſy !— 
your tone of voice, a heayy monotony ; make 
frequent mention of the Devil, and give a lively 
defcription of the fiery gulf, and the blue blaz- 
es of Hell : Jet every vice haye its preciſe appel- 
lation !—Old maids in particular, wiſely deem 
it a parleyance with iniquity, not to deal with it 


in the rudeſt manner! If your auditors be 


the j avenile,—gallant,—gay, and faſhionable, — 


avoid even the mention of vice, as you would 


— 


the 


rs) 


the ſtroking of Cerberus!—With the enlightened 
it will be ſufficiently degraded by contraſt : en- 
large therefore on the beauties of virtue Deal 
forth tropes, ſentiments, and quotations from 
faſhionable authors Let your action keep pace 
with your expreſſion— F you can afford a white 
handkerchief, it will have a ftriking effect, by 
fixing the attention of the hearers on your va- 
rious attitudes; if you cannot, a large bouquet 
properly diſplayed, will nearly anſwer the ſame 
end, and this in the country you can ſeldom 

want !—Your voice muſt be as variable, as 
| your diſcourſe is incongruous: ſo ſhall you bear 


- away the palm from the dull retailers of divi- 


nity. 


PARISH 
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PARISH CLERKS. 
YOUR office not being the moſt reſpectable, 


it is incumbent on you by every honeſt means 
to raiſe yourſelves, at leaſt in the opinion of the 
plebeians : for this purpoſe you ſhould endea- 
vour to contract a ſtrange peculiarity of dialogue, 
dreſs and motion ; it will convince the vulgar 
that education is a neceſſary qualification in a 
Pariſh Clerk! for to a ſuperficial eye, where is 


the mighty difference, between real and aſſumed 


knowledge? 


As it cannot be expected that the Grave- digger 
or Sexton, ſhould be an able ſcribe, or have 
ſufficient knowledge of the world to know how 
to draw up a bill ſor funerals on the extenſive 
ſcale of a Taylor or Attorney, you ſhould make 
yourſelf perfect maſter of the chargeable ems, 
viz. removing the ſione, epening the grave, raiſing 
coffins, at ſo much a head, weſt fide of the church- 
yard. 


/ 
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yard, double fees! for the Knel/— the Pall, body 
brought three times round the grave to prevent its 
turning in the Coffin, torches, mourning, your own 
attendance, raiſing your Amen in ihe higheſt flrain ! 
&c. the bill diſcharged according to your 
draught of it, you may pocket the one half, 


yet pay the Parſon his legal fees, and acquire the 
character of an honeſt agent. 


Before you attempt to raiſe a ſtave, you ſhould | 
be prepared to grace it with your profeſſional 
ſlang : (a word, I have no doubt but you under- 
| ſtand, as it is in common uſe on the Tholſel ſteps, 
Blind-Quay, &c.) You have no opportunity of 
ſhewing your conſequence but in church, it is 
therefore abſolutely neceſſary that you diſtin- 
guiſh yourſelf! a geſticulation not in common 
uſc is what I would particularly recommend: this 
may be eaſily acquired by ſteering a courſe in 
the teeth of the ſchool doctrines ! as thus, a uni- 


formity of nature and harmony is what they in- 


culcate, 
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culcate, you ſhould oppoſe one to the other; no- 
thing can more effectually prove your diſcrimi- 
nating ideas, and the tenderneſs of your heart: 
when the tune is melancholy, aſſume a merry 
aſpect, if the key be a flat one, ſing in five ſnarps, 

the hymn being ſprightly, you muſt appear 
plaintive almoſt to blubbering, and drone it out 
In three flats, this will prevent the hilarity of 
the muſic from having an improper effe& in 
a place of wor ſhip, and eſtabliſh your character, 


to the utmoſt of your wiſhes. 


SEXTON 


(33) 
S E X T 0 N. 


1 WOULD rather be a door keeper in the Houſe 
of my God than dwell with princes And why not? 
the vails are better! Though this expreſſion be 
recorded of a crowned head, it is more than pro- 
bable it originated with a Sexton who was well 
verſed inall the ſecrets of his profeſſion ! could 
let genteel perſons ſtand in the Ayle, or ſhew 
them into back ſeats, whilſt the canaille were 
aſſiduouſly ſerved—could dangle his keys in the 
midſt of the moſt ſolemn prayer, to prevent the 
Parſon's engroſſing the entire attention of the 
audience, or could during a ſermon to oblige 
his favourite preacher, encircle himſelf with a 
quid of the exudence of tobacco, to prove that 


it was not a dry diſcourſe. 


It being an inſult to your vocation, to ſuppoſe 


that you are to be mere peripatetics, you ſhould 


E intereſt 


' 
| 
| 
| 
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' Intereſt the wiſhes of the congregation in favour 


of your being ſometime ſtationary : to accompliſh 


this, I would recommend an indirect procedure, 


viz. your being troubleſome, or little ſhort of a 


nuiſance when in motion: this can be eaſily ef- 


feed, by a creeking pair of ſhoes, or by the 


well timed maſtication of onions or garlic. 


Chriſtmas boxes and Eaſter gifts form no 
ſmall. part of your annual receipts; you ſhould 
therefore at thoſe ſeaſons. treat yourſelves to a 
new ſuit of powder blue which by cuſtom is the 
Sexton's livery; to make this expence the more 


remarkable, you ſhould go ſqualid all other 


times! the Deity, in whofe ſanctuary you offi- 


ciate, never beſtows thoſe ſemi-annual refreſh- 
ing fees, adecency when you appear before him 


is therefore but a ſecondary conſideration. 


ORG A- 
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ORGANISE 


f YOUR election depending on the nimbleneſs 


of your fingers, and your tenure being durante 


bene placito, it behoves you to be as diligent in 
the holding your place, as you were in the at- 
taining it, fpr which purpoſe, I would recom- 
mend a currante by way of voluntary; and as noiſe 
drowns diſcord, I conceive the drone of two 
diſcordant notes, accompanying whatever you 
perform, might not be improper : for inſtance, 
B ſharp in the trumpet ſtop, G flat in any other: 
and when your ſolo is ended, you ſhould either 
loll out of your loft, ogling and ſimpering, or 
ſaunter through the church ; this will beyond 
yea or nay prove that you do not ſkulk into tip- 
pling houſes, between the acts; a practice not 


infrequent with gentlemen whoſe wits lie in their 


fingers. 
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If you would wiſh for private tuitions, an 
attention to the ſinging of the pariſh children 
would not be improper ; but if you find there 
is no nn of your e aa in that 
line, it is no matter how they ſquall : and your 


excuſe i is at hand. A Hallelujah is a Hallelu- 


* 


jah, be it well or ill ſung. Every one will join 
in it if it be noiſy enough ; whereas, if it bor- 
ders on harmony, ſuch of he Congregation as 
a Judges of muſic will remain ſilent, rather 
than ſpoil the effect So may they inconſide- 
rately be grofsly irreligious :—who would not 
make a ſinecure of his place, when his aftivity 


in office might be attended with ſo dreadful a 


conſequence ? | 


Than you, no fet of men have a more eaſy 
mode of retaliation, if you perceive that the pa- 
riſhioners are any wav dilatory in diſcharging 
your ſtipends! ! in ſeverely cold weather, when 


furs and the natural protections againſt cold, 


even 
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even in Spitzbergen, ſhall be in uſe, by thoſe who 
can afford them, give a mournful voluntary of a 
full half hour, a lumping pennyworth! it will 
force the muſlinetts to pray with fervency, to 
reſtore animal heat, ſo may you gratify your own 


reſentment and ſerve the cauſe of Religion. 
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